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Inside this issue:    

“Water is the driving 

force in nature.” 

 

~ Leonardo da Vinci 

We Need You…To Join the HCWP Citizen Advisory Group 

We want to hear from you!  We would like to start a Citizen Advi-

sory Group made up of people that live and/or work in the watershed and 

want to be proactive in water quality improvement efforts.  We want to hear 

from you, whether you are a landowner, agricultural producer, city resident, 

industry, business owner, parent, concerned citizen, etc., because the quality 

of our water affects us all. 

Through the water quality monitoring HCWP has done since 1999, we 

know many of the waters in the Hawk Creek Watershed are not meeting ac-

ceptable standards.  This has to change.  The ultimate goal is to meet the set 

standards, whether in a voluntary way or by regulation.  Regulatory enforce-

ment in the near future to get us to acceptable standards is a very real possibil-

ity, with or without public involvement.  That’s why we are looking to form a 

Citizen Advisory Group to give those that live and/or work in our watershed 

the opportunity to share their knowledge and experience of the watershed and 

be involved in the solution.                (Article Continued on page 2) 
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The Hawk Creek Water-

shed Project has funding 

available for implementa-

tion of Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) to help 

reduce the amount of     

pollutants entering the   

watershed’s streams.                         

Cost sharing and technical 

assistance funds are       

available. Apply early as 

funding is distributed for 

qualified practices on a first 

come, first serve basis.           

Don’t hesitate to call...if 

you don’t, then someone 

else will! 

Some of the practices that 

qualify for funding include: 

Buffer Strips 

Ag-Waste Systems 

Side Inlet Pipes 

Terraces 

Sediment Basins 

Alternative Intakes 

Wetland Restorations 

Livestock Exclusions 

Stream Bank Erosion 

Control 

Grassed Waterways 

Nutrient Mgmt. Plans 

To see if your land qualifies, 

or for more information     

contact: 

Hawk Creek Watershed Project 

320-523-3666 

Chippewa NRCS/SWCD            

320-269-2139 ext. 3 

Chippewa Co. Ag Inspector        

320 269-7447 

Kandiyohi NRCS/SWCD           

320-235-3906 ext. 3 

Kandiyohi Co. Ag Inspector      

320-235-3266 

Renville NRCS/SWCD               

320-523-1550 ext. 3 

Renville Co. Ag Inspector        

320-523-3712 

Hawk Creek Watershed Offering Financial Assistance 
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Hawk Creek Watershed News and Updates 
 

 The year of 2012 was a very busy one here at the Hawk Creek Watershed Project.  

There have been many changes over the past year, not only in the Watershed, but also in 

the office. One major change came with the departure of employees Cory Netland (Project 

Coordinator) and Stephanie Klamm (Water Quality/Outreach Technician).  Cory had been 

with the project for three years before moving on to the Minnesota Department of Natural 

Resources-Fisheries as an Aquatic Habitat Specialist out of New Ulm, MN.  Stephanie 

Klamm worked for the project for eight years before also moving on to the Minnesota  

Department of Natural Resources as a regional hydrologist in Thief River Falls, MN.  Hawk Creek has since 

hired two new employees to fill those positions and join Field Planner/Technician Dean Dambroten in the  

office. Heidi Rauenhorst is the new Project Coordinator and  Jordan Austin is the new Water Quality/Outreach 

Technician.  Both Heidi and Jordan started on June 4th, 2012. Their biographies can be seen on page 3.  

 In October of 2012, a Joint Powers Agreement (JPA) was established between Chippewa, Kandiyohi, 

and Renville counties in order to make HCWP a separate and distinct public entity.  This JPA was necessary 

because HCWP’s fiscal agent, Prairie Country RC&D, dissolved at the end of 2012.  The JPA will allow 

HCWP to apply for grants on its own instead of needing a sponsor as it has needed to in the past.  The Board 

of Directors for the JPA will include one Director from each member county, just as it has done in the past 

with the Executive Committee.  The HCWP staff is working hard to make the transition from Prairie Country 

RC&D to the JPA a smooth one.     

We Need You….To Join the HCWP Citizen Advisory Group Continued: 
Water is a resource that is important to us all, affects us all, and we are all responsible for protecting it.  

We can choose to have the government alone make the decisions needed to improve our water quality or we 

can choose to be involved.  Watershed management must be the responsibility of both government and the 

public. 

We are currently in our third year of a ten year cycle of a watershed-wide strategy of addressing water 

quality concerns in the Hawk Creek Watershed.  As part of this strategy, we will be identifying stressors that 

may be causing water quality impairments.  We need input from people familiar with the watershed on what 

they think are the factors causing impairments and what actions need to be taken to improve water quality. 

We want to have conversations with watershed residents on what kind of actions you feel would be the 

most effective, feasible, and practical in order to move toward meeting water quality goals.  These conversa-

tions are not meant to be used to debate with each other or to try and persuade others to support one view over 

another.  We want to have conversations with those that have personal and real world experience, are affected 

by the problems, and are affected by the solutions. 

 By creating a Citizen Advisory Group, we can collectively develop a common community position and 

approach to improving water quality, which can be relayed to government decision-makers who may not be 

well informed or familiar with our rural-based community.  The potential for success is much greater when 

community members lead their own water stewardship efforts, rather than the government enforcing it. 

If you are interested in being a part of our Citizen Advisory Group, please let us know by calling (320)

523-3666, emailing Heidi at heidi@hawkcreekwatershed.org, or stopping in our office in the lower level of the 

Renville County Courthouse.  Future meetings will be scheduled based on the amount of interest we receive; 

we don’t expect that being a part of the Citizen Advisory Group will be a huge time commitment.  Our way of 

life is dependent on the responsible use and collective care of our water by all of us.  We have to make changes 

and be willing to take the necessary actions to better our water.  This is your opportunity to bring your innova-

tive ideas, comments, input, and feedback to the table and be proactive in the water quality efforts of the Hawk 

Creek Watershed! 

mailto:heidi@hawkcreekwatershed.org


Parks Profile:  Beaver Falls Park 

Heidi Rauenhorst: Project Coordinator 

Heidi grew up on a farm north of Olivia producing beef cattle, 

corn, and soybeans.  She enlisted in the Minnesota Army National 

Guard and trained as a medic. After graduating from BOLD High School, she attended San Diego State  

University where she earned her Bachelor of Science degree in Biological Sciences.  She worked on several 

research projects at SDSU involving native plants, soils, small  mammals, and kingsnakes.  After returning to 

Minnesota, she was employed with the Renville County FSA and administered the Farm Storage Facility Loan 

Program, Wetlands/Highly Erodible Land Program, and MILC (dairy) program.  She decided to return to 

school to pursue her Master of Science degree in Biology from  

Minnesota State University-Mankato.  She has finished the classwork 

portion of the degree and is currently finishing her thesis project on 

plant populations and vegetation  surveys of south central Minnesota 

prairies. Heidi currently resides in Olivia and is glad to be back home.    

                

Heidi's duties include overseeing the office, grant writing and reporting, 

organizing meetings, and assisting staff in water monitoring and project  

planning. 

  

 

Jordan Austin: Water Quality/ Outreach Technician  

Jordan was born and raised in southeastern Minnesota in the small town of Wykoff, MN located roughly 30 

miles south of Rochester, MN.  He is a graduate from Southwest Minnesota State University located in   

Marshall, MN with a Bachelors of Science in Environmental Science.  He 

has had internships with both the Chippewa River Watershed Project and 

the Minnesota Department of Natural Resources: Shallow Lakes Division. 

Jordan started working for the Hawk Creek Watershed Project in June of 

2012, where he started monitoring the streams within the watershed.   

 

Jordan’s duties include water monitoring, analysis of water quality data,  

education and outreach, program reporting, and citizen volunteer  

networking. 

Beaver Falls County Park is 302-acres of flowing streams, deep wooded ravines, and multiple scenic lookouts.  The park is located 
south of Olivia, MN on Highway 71 and then west on Country Road 2. 
 
The Park is split into two sections by Country Road 2.  
North Section offers: Park shelter and restrooms along with horse trails and open grass areas. 
South Section offers: Horse trails along Beaver Creek and great places for camping along the creek 

 

 

Looking for a great place to enjoy the outdoors this coming spring and summer?  How about one of the many parks in the Hawk 
Creek Watershed. Beaver Falls County Park offers a variety of actives for all of your outdoor needs.                                                       

Meet the New Staff! 
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From Dean’s Desk… 
 “It has been a quiet year for water” - it’s funny how a drought will do that.  If 

there ever is a good year for a drought, it was 2012.  With everything but the water 

running wild at the Hawk Creek Watershed office, it would have added to the  

challenge if we would have had rain or flood events to contend with. 

 For those that don’t know, Cory Netland resigned as Project Coordinator  

effective February 28th, 2012 and Stephanie Klamm resigned as Water Quality Technician effective May 18th, 

2012.  If that wasn’t enough, in April 2012, the Prairie Country RC&D council voted to dissolve the  

organization that has served as HCWP’s fiscal manager since the project’s inception by the end of the year!  

So, to say the least, it has been a busy year at the Hawk Creek Watershed Project.  Did I mention that I also 

farm and like to take time off from Hawk Creek in the spring? I was not left holding down the fort all by  

myself. For the first time we had a summer intern lined up. Good timing! Mark Dunham, a Concordia College 

student from Willmar came on board and helped out a lot! 

 The really good news is that with a lot of time spent by our Executive Committee wading through the 

mechanics of job postings, applications, interviews, and hashing over what to do in the absence of a fiscal 

manager, the Committee did an excellent job of hiring Heidi Rauenhorst as the Project Coordinator and Jordan 

Austin as the Water Quality/Outreach Technician (more on Heidi and Jordan on page 2).  Heidi and Jordan 

both hit the ground running on June 4th and are doing an excellent job. 

 Hawk Creek’s Executive Committee was successful in working with their respective county boards in 

forming a Joint Powers Agreement between Renville, Kandiyohi, and Chippewa counties.  The JPA  

established the HCWP as a legal entity of local government qualified to carry on its grant-based business.  I 

would like to give a special thank you to Richard Larson, John Stahl, and Jeffrey Lopez for all the work they 

did to get this done in a timely manner.  

 The HCWP has done its usual cost-sharing on a variety of BMPs (best management practices).  The 

most unique project we did this year was a sizable bio-engineered stream bank stabilization project.  Since the 

project was in the lower reaches of Hawk Creek’s main stem where it is in its natural state (partially wooded 

and not channelized), we decided to go with somewhat of a natural looking fix rather than the traditional  

rip-rap.  The project consisted of 14 mature tree root wads with six to eight feet of trunk pushed horizontally 

into the eroded bank by an excavator.  Linear logs were placed at the base of the bank below the root wads and 

held in place by vertical logs that were driven into the stream bed.  Other logs, rocks, and natural debris from 

the area were placed behind and between the root wads, creating a natural looking armor for the bank. Rock 

veins were also installed in the creek bed to divert flow away from the project area (see pictures below and on 

the top of page 4).  Now all we need is some water to test it.  It is a proven practice; it’s just new to us. 

 The drought did allow us to get some projects done that could not be done with high water flow.  So 

there are some positives to a drought, the best one being that the area had some pretty good crops despite it 

being “a quiet year for water.” 

 We have experienced our biggest snow storm in two years and it continues to snow this winter.  

Hopefully spring is around the corner and the drought spell is broken! 

 

 

4 
Holes in bank for tree root wads Linear log with root wad being inserted Inserting  6 ft trunk with root wad 

into the bank 
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Septic Loan Funds Available 
An estimated 57% of the septic systems throughout the watershed do not meet current state code.  Many of these systems pose a  

serious health and water quality threat. 

 

Low interest (3%) loan funds to upgrade non-compliant septic systems are  

available to residents of the Hawk Creek Watershed work area.  These funds are 

not available for new home construction or upgrades that are required due to home 

additions. 

  

There is no collateral required as loan payments are collected through a special 

assessment on your property tax statement for a term length of 10 years.                                                          

Loans can be transferred to new owners if a property is sold or transferred. 

   

These funds are limited and are distributed on a first-come, first-serve basis. 

 

Call your local County Environmental Services office for more information: 

              Renville County    320-523-3760 

                           Kandiyohi County 320-231-6229 

                       Chippewa County  320-269-6231 

Why should you become a Citizen Monitor? 
Becoming a member of the Hawk Creek Watershed Project Citizen Monitoring Network is fun and exciting.  It allows you to learn 

more about your environment and have a positive impact on the Hawk Creek water monitoring process.  Plus, you get some great 

equipment. 

 

What does a Citizen Monitor do?  
*A citizen monitor can monitor either rainfall, transparency readings with a secchi tube, or transparency with a secchi disk on lakes. 

*Transparency measures the amount of sediment or particles in the water.   

(The more particles in the water, the less transparent the water.)   

*To measure transparency, a citizen monitor is supplied with a secchi tube for streams or a secchi disk for lakes. 

 

How do I become a Citizen Monitor? 
Call the Hawk Creek Watershed Project at (320) 523-3666.   

Tell us if you prefer monitoring rainfall and/or transparency.   

We will send you some more information and help get you set up. 

Hawk Creek Needs You to Become a Citizen Monitor! 

Rock Vein 

Final view of bio-engineered stream bank stabilization 

project from waters edge 

Final view of bio-engineered stream bank stabilization 

project from the bridge with rock veins installed 

Root Wads 
Flow of Hawk 

Creek 

Flow 



6 

Monitoring Results for 2012 Season 
 The 2012 monitoring season started 

on the second week of March and continued 

through the summer, ending on September 

30th.  During that time, six primary sites 

within the Hawk Creek Watershed were  

monitored and water samples were taken to 

be analyzed.  A few of the field parameters 

measured were dissolved oxygen, pH, water 

temperature, and conductivity.  Some lab 

tests measured were E.coli, nitrate-nitrite, 

ammonia, and total suspended solids.   

 This monitoring season was extremely 

dry compared to past years. With the lack of 

snowfall from last winter and rain events this 

season, the streams started off at low flows 

and low water levels and than ended the 2012 

season at very low levels once again. 

 

 

Below are a two graphs showing the total phosphorus and secchi tube (transparency) readings for the 2012 

season.  As you can see there was a spike in phosphorus levels and a decrease in water transparency due to the 

one major rain event we received on June 18th and 19th.  

2012 Secchi Tube Season Results
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2012 Total Phosphorus Season Results

0.000

0.200

0.400

0.600

0.800

1.000

1.200

3/13/1
2

3/27/1
2

4/10/1
2

4/24/1
2

5/8/12

5/22/1
2

6/5/12

6/19/1
2

7/3/12

7/17/1
2

7/31/1
2

8/14/1
2

8/28/1
2

9/11/1
2

9/25/1
2

m
g

/L

Beaver Creek Outlet West Fork Beaver Creek Hawk Creek Outlet
Chetomba Creek Hawk Creek-Maynard Hawk Creek-Priam



7 

Water Word Search! 
Algae 

Secchi Tube 

Blue 

Turbidity 

Ice 

Hawk Creek 

Stream 

Rain 

Fish 

Flow 

Minnesota River 

Flood 

Watershed 

Insects 

Snow 

Clarity 

Erosion 

Lake 

Runoff 

Can you name these fish species found in the Minnesota River and Hawk Creek?   

Fill in the blank next to each picture from the word bank on the right. Good luck! 

 

 

1.                    .        6.                        .                                          

 

 

2.                    .          

                              7.                     . 

     

 

3.                      .          8.                    . 

 

 

4.                .           9.                        .                                                                

 

 

5.                       .          10.                    .  

Word Bank  
(Not all words will be used) 

 

9 Perch 

9 Muskellunge 

9 Northern Pike 

9 Largemouth Bass 

9 Smallmouth Bass 

9 Common Carp 

9 Gar 

9 Bluegill 

9 Channel Catfish 

9 Bullhead 

9 Walleye 

9 Black Crappie 

9 Bowfin (Dogfish) 

9 Paddle Fish 

R U N O F F A W K M R L I G X 

W B F I S H T A M M K F L O W 

A A S S S T U R B I D I T Y H 

T T N T N T E A I N A Z C F P 

E F F E R O G I S N E R C C U 

R A L G A E W N E E S G Q Z T 

S I Z Q H O A D C S F E W K H 

H C C S A X L M C O L E C L L 

E Z D E W S K R H T O R C T L 

D L E Q K N U W I A O O L N S 

D M A O C I P V T R D S A G J 

H F F K R R W P U I O I R U E 

M V E W E X S D B V T O I U T 

U A B V E B L U E E H N T D G 

L C X K K C G T Q R Z E Y W P 

Answers: 1. Largemouth Bass  2. Walleye 3. Channel Catfish 4. Northern Pike 5. Bowfin (Dogfish) 6. Bluegill  

7. Common Carp 8. Smallmouth Bass 9.Bullhead 10. Perch 



Contributing Partners: 
Chippewa County 

Chippewa Water Plan 

Chippewa NRCS/SWCD 

City of Willmar 

City of Olivia 

Ducks Unlimited 

Eagle Lake Association 

Kandiyohi County 

Kandiyohi Water Plan 

Kandiyohi NRCS/SWCD 

Long Lake Association 

MN Department of Natural Resources 

Minnesota Pollution Control Agency 

Renville Co. Pheasants Forever 

Prairie Country RC&D 

Prairie Woods Environmental Learning Center 

Renville County 

Renville Water Plan 

Renville NRCS/SWCD 

US Fish and Wildlife Service 

And… 

Citizens and Landowners of the Watershed 
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